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Merry Christmas!!

Greetings from all of us at Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc., The Wildlife Company, and Southern Forestry
Consultants Realty, Inc. It has been an exceptionally good year for all of us and we certainly hope that your
2005 has a'so been prosperous. It isat thistime of year that it seems everyone “takes stock” of how well they
have done, how many goals they have accomplished, or just if they are better off now than they were a year ago.
It seems sometimes that our lives have become so compartmentalized that each segment is reduced to a
yardstick against the last and next segments. That can be good for planning purposes, but not as appropriate for
the bigger picture.

We like to think that we “ see the big picture’ around here, and | hope that our servicesto you over the years,
and especialy in 2005, have been instrumental in the attainment of your “big picture.” The absolute best part
of our job is satisfying clients. We get to provide servicesto all of you in awonderful environment that you
provide, and our goa isto make you happier with the end product our service generates.

We are extremely grateful for the opportunity to be of serviceto you. | have ended many letters with that
sentence over the years, and | know that all our staff feels that same way even if they don’t say it. At thistime
of year when we are THANKFUL for your business and trust in us, MERRY that we are able to work in our
respective professions, and HAPPY that this segment of 2005 will lead to a prosperous 2006, we extend our
Warmest Holiday wishes to each of you for a Joyous Season and 2006.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS,

Michadl J. Dooner

President
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As part of the Bobwhite Quail Initiative to restore
guail habitat to farm landscapes in 35 states across
the quail’ srange, CP33 will create critical nesting
and brood-rearing habitat for quail and other upland
birds. Installing habitat buffers of native grasses
and forbs along field borders will not only improve
quail habitat and production, but also reduce soil
erosion, protect water quality, and enhance overal
farm conservation.

Recent research in North Carolinaand Virginia
demonstrated that afield border of natural
vegetation only 15-feet wide had twice the number
of fall coveys after one year of establishment than
farms without field borders. Research has also
shown that farm profits also increase by taking field
borders out of production. Reduced lime, fertilizer,
fuel, and seed cost, coupled with the fact that field
borders along wooded areas produce less yield,
helped increase crop profit margins. CP33 offers
continuous sign-up for aten-year contract during
which time landowners will receive annual rental
payments of 120% of the rental rate for comparable
land and $5 per acre per year maintenance payment.
Landowners also receive an up-front signing
incentive payment of $100 per acre, and 50% cost-
share reimbursement for practice establishment,
PLUS a 40% practice incentive payment for
establishment costs.

For CP33, buffers must be a minimum of 30 feet
wide, may be up to 120 feet wide and must be
established in natural volunteer herbaceous
vegetation suitable for quail or planted to
appropriate buffer vegetation. Buffer species may
include native warm season grasses, legumes,
wildflowers, forbs, and limited shrub plantings. For
more specific information contact your SFC forester
or wildlife biologist.

If you have an existing CRP contract, you can apply
to have cost-sharing for management practices
added to your CRP contract. The following are
management practices that you can receive cost-
sharefor: (This could vary slightly by State)

Prescribed Burning

Wildlife Opening Maintenance

Native Warm Season Grass Establishment
Tree Pruning

Exotic Non-Native Plant Eradication

Pine Release (Possibly Starting in 2006)

Cost-shares are limited to $50 per acre per year and
acumulative of $100 per acre per contract period. If
you are interested in more information, contact your
SFC forester or wildlife biologist.

A recent study conducted by University of Florida
researchers revealed that Florida’ s forest industry
now has the biggest economic impact on the state of
any agricultural segment, eclipsing citrus,
vegetables, cattle, and ornamentals. Annual salesin
forest products exceed $16.6 billion, create over
133,000 jobs and generate more than $581 million
inlocal, state, and federal taxes. A growing part of
forestry’s economic impact in Florida comes from
eco-tourism and wildlife-related activities such as
hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing. To view the
entire study go to the following web site:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/.
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Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc. client, Jerry
Davis, was recently recognized as Florida' s Forest
Stewardship Landowner of the Year for his
management efforts on Lost Pond Plantation in
Madison County, Florida. Our Monticello office
has been working with Mr. Davis the last few years
to help transform former industrial forestland into a
guail hunting plantation. Congratulationsto Mr.
Davis and his manager, Ferrell Robinson!
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—John isour new full-time real
estate agent in Alabama. Heresides in Dothan and
will be working out of our Enterprise, Alabama
office. A professional forester with a Bachelor's
and Master’ s degree in Forestry from the University
of Georgia, John brings 30 years of experiencein
forest management and operations, business, and
real estate. He has been working the last few years
infull timerea estate sales, specializing in raw
land. We expect John to enhance the real estate
efforts by Brent Williams and Holmes Hendrickson
already taking place in Alabama.

— A native of North Carolina,
Sandy comesto us as ablend of forester and
wildlife biologist. He holds a Bachelor’ sdegreein
Wildlife Science from North Carolina State and a
Master’'sin Forestry from Auburn. Sandy will be
working out of our Enterprise, Alabama office and
brings to the table awide array of experiencein
natural resources management.

— Harper isanew forester in our
Monticello, Florida office and brings with him a
variety of experiencein forest inventory and
management, mostly with the Florida Division of
Forestry. Heis aTallahassee native who received
his Bachelor’s degree in Forestry from the
University of Montanain Missoula.

— A native of Griffin, Georgia,
Jamieis our newest forester in the Bainbridge
office. He attended Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College in Tifton in their forestry program before
getting his bachelor’ s degree in Forestry from the
University of Georgiain 2003. Jamiewill be
working with Alan Emmons in the southwest
Georgiaarea.

—Justin is attending Wallace
Community College in Dothan part-time with the
intention of pursuing a full-time career in forestry.
Heisanative of Dothan and will be assisting
Holmes Hendrickson in that geographic area.

Welcome John, Sandy, Harper, Jamie and Justin!
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Brent Williams, manager for our Enterprise,
Alabama area, was recently selected as the recipient
of the 2005 Alabama Treasure Forest Association
Partnership Award for the Southeast Region.
Nominated by the Geneva County Chapter, Brent
was selected for his leadership in and support of the
Treasure Forest Program. He was recognized at a
luncheon at the annual Treasure Forest Conference
in October.
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- A free Forest Stewardship video conference
focusing on alternative sources of income from their
property (besides timber). Contact Chris Demers at
352-846-2375 to find out more details and to
determine the closest location to you. Dateis
January 27, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. EST.

- Advanced master Tree Farmer Satellite short
course for landowners who have already
participated in the Master Tree Farmer Basic
Course or who have afairly advanced working
knowledge of basic forest management concepts.
The course runs each Tuesday night from February
7 through March 21, 2006. A listing of sitesand a
tentative schedule can be found at
www.sfrc.edu/Extensi on/ffws/ffwshome.htm or you
can contact Bill Hubbard at 706-542-7813 for
details.

Timber prices remained strong throughout the fall,
despite exceptionally dry weather. Demand has
been good for virtualy all products, although afew
recent mill shutdowns caused some guota problems.
A continued strong housing market, coupled with
re-building from the hurricanes of this year and
2004, have resulted in excellent demand for lumber,
plywood, and oriented strand board (OSB). We
expect timber prices to remain as good, or possibly
improve, throughout the winter and early spring.

On another note, the forest products industry was
shocked recently by the news of Koch Industries
buyout of wood products giant Georgia-Pacific.
The acquisition of Georgia-Pacific makes Koch the
largest privately owned company in the U.S.
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1920’s, forests were often logged and abandoned. Now,
across the country an average of 1.7 billion seedlings are
planted annually. That translatesinto six seedlings
planted for every tree harvested. In addition, billions of
additional seedlings are regenerated naturally.

) % 0 ) [/ Foresters
carefully manage areas called watersheds (areas where
we collect our drinking water) and riparian zones (land
bordering rivers, streams, and lakes). These are places
where maintaining water quality isthe primary concern
for foresters. Forests actually help to clean water and get
it ready for usto drink. The trees, the soil, and bacteria
are all part of thisprocess. Forest cover protects and
nurtures the soils that are the key to water retention,
filtering, and quality.

. - ) (/ Foresters
nurture forests, which are sometimes called “the gills of
the planted.” One mature tree absorbs approximately 13
pounds of carbon dioxide ayear. For every ton of wood
aforest grows, it removes 1.47 tons of carbon dioxide
and replacesit with 1.07 tons of oxygen.
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annually burned across 20 to 50 million acres of the
country each year. Through education, prevention, and
control, the amount of wildfires has been reduced to
about two to five million acres ayear — areduction of
90%. By marking and removing excess fuels, such as
underbrush and some trees, foresters can modify forests
in order to make them more resilient to fire.

") % )&). / Forestersemploy a
variety of management techniques to benefit wildlife,
including numerous endangered species. For example,
thinning and harvesting create conditions that stimulate
the growth of food sources for wildlife. Openings
created by harvesting provide habitat for deer and a
variety of songbirds. Thinning can be used to accelerate
growth and development of older treesthat are favored
by owls and other species. In order to enhance salmon
habitat, foresters also carry out strategic tree plantings
and monitor forest health along streams in order to keep
the water cool and reduce sediments.
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! | Foresters manage forests that provide
recreational benefitsto communities. Forests are
important areas for such recreationists as birdwatchers,
hikers, nature photographers, horseback riders, skiers,
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snowmobilers, and campers. And because foresters put
water values high on their list of priorities, the rivers and
lakes in forested areas provide such recreational
opportunities as fishing, canoeing, and rafting.
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Urban foresters manage forests and trees to benefit
communitiesin many ways. Forestsin urban areas
reduce stormwater runoffs, improve air quality, and
reduce energy consumption. For example, three well-
placed mature trees around a house can cut air-condition
costs by 10 — 50 percent.
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Foresters manage some forests for timber and produce a
renewabl e resource because trees can be replanted.
Other building materials, such as stedl, iron, and copper,
can be reused and recycled but not replaced. Wood isa
renewabl e resource which, in addition to be recyclable,
can be produced anew for generations to come on
sustainable managed forestlands. Recycling and
processing wood products a so requires much less
energy than does the processing of many other non-
renewable materials.
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Foresters help family forestland owners, who own 54
percent of all the forestsin the U.S., understand the
benefits of managing their forestsin an environmentally
friendly manner. Better management of private forests
means that those forests will remain healthy and
productive. Many endangered species spent at least part
of their time on private land, more than 80 percent of our
nation’ s total precipitation fallsfirst on private lands and
70 percent of eastern watersheds run through private
lands.

& . ) / Forestersand
natural resource managers are dependent on forest soils
for growing and managing forests and, to a large extent,
forest soils are dependent on resource professionals and
managers. Foresters' successin growing forests and
producing forest productsis dependent on their ability to
understand soil properties and to then match species with
soils and to prescribe activities that not only promote
forest growth but also enhance and protect soil
productivity and prevent soil erosion.

- Society of American Foresters



WHO KNEW GRASS CouLD BE SO VALUABLE!

Not just any grass, but native warm-season grasses (NWSG). Grasses like big bluestem, little
bluestem, Indiangrass, switchgrass, sideoats grama, and eastern gamagrass. Native grasslands
are the most endangered ecosystem in the mid-south region of the country. Historically, vast
areas of fire-maintained native grasslands with scattered trees and shrubs blanketed this region.
NWSG primarily provide proper cover structure for wildlife, often a more limiting factor than
food for many wildlife
Species.

Because these grasses are
bunch grasses (i.e. they do
not create a sod layer)
many other herbaceous
plants (forbs) can coexist
within stands of NWSG,
making this habitat even
more valuable for the three
main game species folks
are interested in (quail,
deer and turkey). While
NWSG stands provide - : : :
escape, nesting, and brood rearing cover for qua|I and turkey they also prowde valuable food
from forbs also colonizing the sites. Deer, turkey and quail benefit greatly from stands of
NWSG and associated native forbs such as cone flower, black-eyed Susan, bundle flower,
coreopsis, beggar’ s weed, pokeweed, partridge pea, native lespedezas, and ragweed. To further
enhance stands of NWSG, shrubs and small trees such as sumac, crab apple, persimmon, and
wild plum provide more structure, cover and food to attract and sustain wildlife.

NWSG can be established in old pastures, crop fields, under thinned pine stands, as field borders
(see CP33 article), and around edges of food plots and dove fields. Plantings of NWSG and
associated forbs can dramatically enhance wildlife habitat. In many instances fallow areas
created to improve wildlife habitat contain seeds of aggressive sod forming grasses such as
crabgrass, bahia, bermuda, or fescue, as well as noxious weeds such as dog fennel, coffee weed,
and crotalariain the soil seed bank. When areas are cleared and set aside as fallow wildlife
openings these aggressive plants quickly colonize and inhibit growth of quality plants (NWSG
and forbs) making it necessary to eliminate unwanted low-quality plants and then plant NWSG
and associated forbs.

Establishing NWSG requires proper site preparation, and a specia seeding technique. Site
preparation often includes a pre-plant application of selective herbicide followed possibly by
discing and culti-packing to create a clean firm seedbed. Use of afluffy-seeder is necessary
because small hairy seeds don’'t spread readily from aregular spreader. To control planting
depth, seed isthen drilled or culti-packed into the seedbed to insure good

soil to seed contact without covering the seed too deep. Because the NWSG seeds germinate
slowly and weed seeds germinate quickly, another treatment of herbicide may be necessary.



Forbs can be planted at the same time as the NWSG or planted later once the NWSG is
established. Planting forbs at the same time makes it difficult to manage weed problems during
early establishment because many forbs are not tolerant of the herbicides needed to maintain
NWSG. Waiting to plant forbs later (later in year one or in year 2) affords the freedom to use
herbicides. The forb component can be adjusted to meet an individua’s objectives. For instance
if the objectiveisto produce quail nesting and brooding habitat, then forbs such as ragweed,
partridge pea, and beggar’ s weed should be planted. However, if theinterest is primarily
aesthetic, forbs that have showy flowers like the native sunflowers should be incorporated. This
lends some flexibility to this management practice
whereby multiple objectives can be covered.

Once NWSG is established it isimportant to
maintain proper cover structure. An open
structure at ground level, determined primarily by
the density of grass bunches, iskey. Thisis
important to quail and the poults of quail and
turkey because it allows them to move freely
through these areas. It isaso important for deer
because this open space between the grass

- bunches is where the forbs will grow. If NWSG
is left alone without proper burning and or discing techniques it will get too thick, out-compete
the forb component, and become less attractive to wildlife. Prescribed fire reduces litter buildup,
stimulates new growth of both grass and forbs, and increases nutrient availability in soil.
Discing is an aternative to burning in smoke sensitive areas, or for practitioners not experienced
in burning techniques and safety measures. Discing sets back succession, stimulates the seed
bank to germinate forbs, aids in thatch decomposition, and increases the amount of open space at
ground level. Discing should be done in alternating blocks or strips across the stand from year to
year. It can aso be done at different times of the year to stimulate the growth of different suites
of herbaceous plants. Disced strips can be used in combination with burning and serve as
firelines to facilitate burning smaller blocks in an alternating pattern across a NWSG stand.

NWSG provides great habitat offering an awesome opportunity to enhance hunting success. For
quail and turkey enhanced hunting comes from the ability to produce and raise young birds on an
annual basis. High quality native habitat is critical for deer, which can be enhanced with NWSG.
Deer feel safein stands of native grass but are often still visible for harvest. If you are interested
in enhancing the beauty and habitat quality on your property this practice can surely do that.
From improved quail, turkey and deer production and hunting to aesthetic enhancement, native
warm season grasses can enrich your management program. There are also many cost-share
programs out there to help financially in the establishment and management process.






LAND FOR SALE — GEORGIA

331+ Acres— Decatur County — Near Lake Seminole — wide creek bottom — planted pines — excellent turkey hunting — food plots.
$3500 per acre.

1175+ Acres— Dougherty County — 10 miles north of Albany — pecan groves — cultivated fields — planted pines— rental home — creek —
tremendous devel opment potential.

Call Bud Holleman 229-246-9651

LAND FOR SALE - FLORIDA
90+ Acres — Gadsden County — Near Chattahoochee, Florida— planted pines — timber investment/recreational tract. $3300 per acre.
232+ Acres— Gadsden County — Beautiful hunting and recreational tract — planted and natural pines — hardwood bottoms and high bluffs

—Flat Creek and several feeder creeks—food plots. $2750 per acre.
Call Rob Langford at 850-556-7575

LAND FOR SALE -ALABAMA
67+ Acres— Houston County — Excellent getaway — creek — pond site — close to Dothan and Eastgate Park. $3150 per acre.
250+ Acres — Geneva County — Surrounds air strip — paved road frontage — planted pines — creek. $2450 per acre.
31.9+ Acres— Houston County — 10 minutes west of Dothan — residential development potential — 26 acres cultivated fields— 5.9 acres

timberland — creek. $5000 per acre.
Call Holmes Hendrickson or John Taylor at 334-393-9147

BULK RATE
Monticello, FL 32344
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